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DUDA AND U.S. SUGAR CORPORATION ENTER AGREEMENT  

FOR PALM BEACH COUNTY SUGAR OPERATIONS 

 

Oviedo and Clewiston, Fla. (November 2, 2011) -- In an agreement signed this week, 

U.S. Sugar Corp. and A. Duda and Sons, Inc. formalized plans for a strategic business 

alliance structured around the core strengths of each company.  U.S. Sugar, one of the 

nation’s largest fully integrated producers of sugar cane and refined cane sugar, will 

acquire DUDA’s sugar cane production business in Palm Beach County, which will 

include DUDA’s ownership interest in the Sugar Cane Growers Cooperative of Florida.   

Under the agreement, family-owned DUDA, a diversified land company with agricultural 

and real estate operations across the country, will have access to land owned by U.S. 

Sugar to develop and expand its east coast vegetable operations in Belle Glade, 

Florida, which will include expansion of the company’s organic celery crop.     

“The acquisition of DUDA’s Palm Beach County sugar cane production is in keeping 

with our long term strategy to be the most productive and efficient sugar business,” said 

U.S. Sugar President and CEO Robert H. Buker, Jr. “We believe this acquisition is a 

good, long-term investment for our company and for our shareholders.”   

“U.S. Sugar intends to fulfill all the cane obligations to area mills and all the other 

obligations of DUDA’s Belle Glade sugar cane operations just as DUDA did, and we 

plan to bring all the employees currently working in DUDA’s Belle Glade sugarcane 

operation into our employee group,” said Buker. 
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“The Duda family has a long and rich history farming here in the Glades and throughout 

the United States,” Buker said.  “We look forward to working and farming with the DUDA 

organization.” 

David Duda, President and CEO of DUDA, said, “This transaction allows DUDA to grow 

its east coast vegetable operations and take advantage of opportunities in other areas 

of our business, including the expansion of our diversified agricultural operations and 

real estate holdings across the country.”  DUDA will continue sugar cane production in 

Glades County, Florida, as well as in south Texas. 

The terms of the agreement, which will proceed to due diligence, were not disclosed. 

The two companies have enjoyed a 40-year history of cooperative business activities, 

including sugar cane harvest and milling agreements, joint land use and lease 

agreements and making cooperative fixed land improvements. 

“U.S. Sugar is a quality grower and producer and is a strong business partner,” said 

Duda.  “This is a win-win deal for both companies, allowing each of us to grow, prosper 

and concentrate on our competitive strengths over the long term.”  

U.S. Sugar Corporation is one of the country’s largest privately held agricultural firms. 

The Company farms 180,000 acres of the most productive farmland in the United 

States. In 2008, its newly consolidated and automated milling and refining facility at 

Clewiston became the world’s largest vertically integrated sugar cane milling and 

refining operation -- capable of processing 38,000--42,000 tons of sugarcane per day 

and producing ~750,000 tons of refined sugar per year. In addition to sugar and citrus 

farming and processing, the Company also owns a short-line railroad – the South 

Central Florida Express. 

A. Duda & Sons, Inc. is a Florida-based company with additional operations in 

California, Texas, Arizona, Georgia and Michigan.  A diversified land company, DUDA is 

engaged in a variety of agricultural and real estate operations including fresh and fresh-

cut vegetables, citrus, sod, sugar cane, cattle, community development, realty and 

home construction.  Land assets include agricultural lands and a variety of commercial 

properties. The family-owned and -operated company, headquartered in Oviedo, 

Florida, is in its fourth generation of family leadership. 
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Clewiston Sugar Factory ï Worlds largest, fully integrated sugarcane milling and refining operation. 



 
Jimmy Carner - Quality Control Manager, Duda Farm Fresh Foods, inspecting celery quality during a harvest. 

 


