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Good Everglades
News Overlooked
Written by: Jeb Bush, Governor of Florida

The South Florida Sun-Sentinel's May 29 article,
"Everglades bill raises taxes, critics argue,"
proves that it is impossible to satisfy some people.
Instead of celebrating the unprecedented progress
and success of Everglades restoration, some will
create a reason -- without regard to the truth -- to
complain and criticize this monumental project.

Meanwhile, the real news about Everglades
restoration went virtually unreported last month.
The Florida Legislature committed $225 million
in cash -- more than twice the amount originally
anticipated this year -- and another $800 million
in bonding authority to keep Everglades restora-
tion on schedule and on budget. Florida's total
financial commitment to restore water flow now
tops $1.5 billion.

Florida is also keeping its commitment to
restoring water quality. Since enactment of the
1994 Everglades Forever Act, more than $600
million has been invested in cleaning up the
famed River of Grass. Today, 90 percent of the
water in the Everglades is clean.

The original law allowed the South Florida
Water Management District to establish a proper-
ty tax of one-tenth of a mill on all landowners in
the Okeechobee Basin and additional taxes on
farmers in the area. Amendments made this year
did not change the property taxes, but did increase
the tax on farmers 11 cents per acre, from $24.89
to $25, and extended it for three years, from 2013
to 2016. The law was expanded -- not extended --
to allow the South Florida Water Management
District to use the estimated $650 million in future
revenue for advanced technologies to ensure
cleanup of the remaining 10 percent of the
Everglades.

We are keeping Florida's commitment to
Everglades restoration. 
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